OEA-R Fall Conference

The OEA-R Fall Conference was held on Wednesday, September 14 at the STRS Building in
Columbus. OEA-R President David Bowen welcomed the 61 participants. Bill Otten, OEA
Staff Liaison, was introduced to the participants and he expressed his appreciation for the
activism of retirees and their dedication to the current work of OEA-R members.
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OEA President Pat Frost-Brooks addressed the conference on the importance of contacting
legislators on the Federal Jobs Act. She also spoke to the importance of defeating Issue 2
(VOTE NO ON 2), emphasizing that retired members can share their stories about what the
profession was like before the passage of the collective bargaining bill in 1983. She also
stressed the importance of volunteering for canvasing efforts. OEA Vice-President Bill
Leibensperger reiterated that defeat of Issue 2 is the #1 legislative priority for the OEA.
Pension reform is stagnant right now, and probably will be until well into 2012. OEA Secretary
Treasurer Jim Timlin discussed the OEA financial situation; with declining membership, close
attention has to be made to the budget process. The lower membership is a result in the
hundreds of cuts in local school districts.
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Greg Nickell, Director of STRS Health Care Services, discussed current health care
concerns, and Judy Sulick presented information on prescriptions services.

OEA Staff
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Robert Davis, OEA Lobbyist, and Ron Rapp, OEA Director of Governmental Services,
presented an overview of pension reform, collective bargaining, cuts in public education, Teach
for America, and charter schools efforts in the state.

Vote NO on Issue 2

Repeal Senate Bill 5

Bill Otten

During lunch, Bill Otten made a presentation on Issue 2.

After lunch, Sally Henkins for the Franklin County Board of Health provided “Jest for Health”, a
reminder that humor can help us deal with many of life’s situations.



Norm Wernet

Norm Wernet of the Alliance for
retired Americans spoke to the
efforts to preserve Social Security,
noting that Ohio receives $27 billion
each year in SS payments.

Bill Sears
OEA-R Communications

There was also a presentation from We Are
Ohio by John Ryan, Joe Rettof, and Lindsey
Stewart, with special attention given to the
Friends and Family program.



